It is primarily intended for the medical student and general practitioner. The illustrations have been selected from an extensive collection of photographs of personal cases that the author has accumulated over many years. The commentary has all the immediacy and personal contact and many of the anecdotal asides of a ward round, but is much more than a series of photographs and case histories. The photographs are assembled into groups dealing with related disorders so that a general commentary can be provided, and the main body of the book is preceded by an interesting chapter on the historical development of clinical neurology. No attempt is made to provide a systematic coverage of neurology, the emphasis throughout being on the contribution of history taking and physical examination in the assessment of the neurological case.
The standard of reproduction of the photographs, which are all in black and white, is uniformly high and considerable artistry is often displayed, for example in those illustrating the topic of facial expression. Some, such as the fundus photographs, have clearly lost informative value by being reproduced in black and white instead of in colour, but considering the fact that the book contains more than 800 illustrations, the price has been kept surprisingly low. This monograph is a factual statistical analysis of 4,000 cases of carcinoma of the lung received for management in the Thoracic Surgical Unit in Edinburgh, in the years from 1949 to 1964. Thirty-seven per cent were treated by resection. It is a monument to the industry and integrity of this Unit.
It cannot be claimed that it adds anything new to our knowledge of the disease, as it conforms very closely with other published reviews. However, the magnitude of the investigation is of value in providing statistical evidence of the presentation and behaviour of bronchial carcinoma, its response to treatment and some of its bizarre manifestations. The pathological classification suffers from the disadvantage experienced in most surgical units when the reports on the morbid anatomy are made by a succession of different pathologists. As some of the pathologists did not use the term 'oat cell' tumour, these are all classified under the term 'undifferentiated'. The only conclusion that can be reached from this review is the generally accepted one that the prognosis is best in the better differentiated tumours.
The account of the inoperable cases is discursive, and it is difficult for the reader to find an evaluation of the effects of radiotherapy, except in the management of mediastinal obstruction.
The monograph's greatest importance will be as a work of reference. It would be more readable if it were more concise. VERNON It is no surprise that another edition of this useful book has become necessary after an interval of only three years. The original text remains unaltered, but the book has been brought up to date by the addition of a supplement. This enables easy reference to be made to the latest advances in treatment. It is a book for both students and doctors to have readily available and for this reason it is a pity that the second edition could not have been in paperback and therefore cheaper. It was carried out on eleven groups of provincial nonteaching hospitals in various parts of England and Wales. The facilities and organization at all the hospitals are analysed for various aspects of their salient featuresreception arrangements, standard of accommodation, activity, and the degree of satisfaction expressed by the staff with the service they were providing. The characteristics of patients using the outpatient service are compared with those of the population at large, and the influence of the general practitioner on outpatient case load is also examined. The basic features of the outpatient service having been examined, the survey moves on to observe what happens to patients in using them: waiting time for appointments, who sees the patient, what other referrals and treatment or investigation activities occur, and the overall outpatient case load for the various specialties are all examined in some detail. Examination of the quality of communications between general practitioners and consultants, and vice versa, is followed by a fairly comprehensive section on the attitudes of consultants who are responsible for the clinical service provided and have a stake in its proper management.
While the authors draw attention to and define the problems, there is little in the way of constructive suggestions as to how they ought to be overcome. A short chapter, for the guidance of readers who are interested, on simple procedures that could be used for examination of their work and an appendix showing the data collection forms used for these surveys, would have increased the value of this most useful report.
STEPHEN MACKENZIE
Biochemistry of the Acute Allergic Reactions A symposium organized by CIOMS, Italy, June 1967 edited by K Frank Austen and Elmer L Becker pp xii+340 illustrated 67s 6d Oxford & Edinburgh: Blackwell Scientific 1968 In June 1967 a symposium was held in Italy on the biochemical reactions initiated by the combination of antigen and antibody. This book represents the present state of knowledge, summarized by the experts on the biochemical aspects of immediate hypersensitivity reactions. Discussion follows each presentation and the book finishes with a general discussion. Whether it is the way the authors present the material or whether it was the chairman of each presentation who managed to get a free discussion going, it is difficult not to get the feeling that this meeting was both enjoyable and immensely provocative for the participants. We are grateful that we can so easily, a year later, share the participants' enthusiasm, as well as be reminded of work that has been done in the past and which remains to be done in the future.
The book is well produced, excellently edited and indexed. It is reasonably priced and can be thoroughly recommended for those working in this field. hensive, the contributors confining themselves to their special fields of interest. There are, for example, no chapters on acute bacterial infection of the lung or on pulmonary tuberculosis; perhaps this is significant in this day and age. How-ever, the contributions by these acknowledged experts are almost all excellent, well illustrated accounts of their own fields.
There are accounts of the normal lung structure, both quantitative (Weibel) and dynamic (Bertalanffy), chapters on mechanical properties and normal function of the lung and flow in the normal pulmonary circulation. There are also several chapters on various aspects of pulmonary pathology. They include a most comprehensive and stimulating account by Lynne Reid of mucus secretion in norrral and abnormal states, and an authoritative and well illustrated account by Jethro Gough of the pathogenesis of emphysemra. The chapter by Naeye on the pathology of the pulmonary circulation is also first class.
The meeting was organized by Liebow, who contributes a preface and two final chapters, one of which is a most erudite account of the difficult problem of the interstitial pneumonias. In this chapter he defends morbid anatomy as a worthwhile study. This book demonstrates beyond all dispute that modem morbid anatomical studies are still the basis of our knowledge of disease.
DOUGLAS B BREWER
Progress in Allergy, Volume 12 edited by Paul Kallos and Byron H Waksman ppxiv+317 sFr/DM74 $17.75 148s Basel & New York: S Karger 1968 London: Academic Press Advances in immunology are so fast that review articles collected in one volume are always useful to the specialist. Each volume of 'Progress in Allergy' is introduced by one of the editors, who summarizes to some extent the thought going through the volume. The lazy reader can spend five minutes reading Waksman's introduction and can then decide which review article must be read. If you want to be up to date in current immunological research on lymphocytes and immunoglobulins or the action of phytohimagglutinin, there are two masterly reviews. Or perhaps you want to read about nucleic acid immune systems: Asherson in his review on the role of microorganisms in autoimmune responses shows how bacterial antigens can react with mammalian tissue elements to form autoantibodies and possibly cause autoimmune disease. Progress in allergy should perhaps be progress in immunology, and in a few years may well be progress in neoplastic disorders. Your reviewer should be impartial, but to him the last review was the most interesting: here Schulman shows what a wealth of information is now available from modern techniques in the biochemical and immunological analyses of the allergens found in insect allergy.
A W FRANKLAND
